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Public relations strategies to shape perception of environmentalists and environmental 

issues are quite formidable. Biased ‘‘experts’’ are presented --- from commentators to 

scientific journal authors, to ‘‘nonprofit,’’ ‘‘independent’’ institutes (Rampton and 

Stauber, 159). ‘‘Grassroots’’ front groups are created (Rampton and Stauber 162) and 

over $500 million is spent annually to fund ‘‘grassroots’’ campaigns around industry 

issues. PR agencies specialize in campaigns to thwart local NIMBY or union advocates 

(Rampton and Stauber 164). They pay off environmental groups, hire away their staff 

members, or offer to sit on the board of directors (Rampton and Stauber 165). 

Foundations are created and funded by major corporations: ‘‘The Foundation for Public 
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Affairs monitors more than 75 specialized activist publications, and gathers information 

on ‘more than 1300 activist organizations, research institutions, and other groups’’’ 

(Rampton and Stauber 167). It publishes a biannual directory called Public Interest 

Profiles, which ‘‘offers intelligence on 250 of the nation’s key public interest groups... 

current concerns, budget, funding sources, board of directors, publications, conferences, 

and methods of operation’’ (Rampton and Stauber 167). It even arranges conferences 

billed to activists as a chance to rub shoulders with PR professionals, but actually helps 

corporate reps get insight into strategies, tactics and agendas. 
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